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Egg Sharing

We offer a scheme for those couples who wish to reduce the cost of their IVF treatment by donating some of their eggs for research.  This is called egg sharing.  Sharing can be an acceptable solution for some couples but there are many potential ethical and practical problems.  We will help you to consider these problems in detail.

All the information set out in this booklet applies to you as an egg sharer, as for any other egg donor.  It also gives details of how being an egg sharer will influence your own treatment.

You must be aware that the process of counselling and screening will take some time in order to make sure that you fully understand the implications of treatment and that all the required screening results are available.
Why do we need egg donors?

We need egg donors for research to understand the earliest stages of human development.  The details of current research projects are described separately.  The research is based in the laboratory and these eggs will  NOT be used to treat anyone else to make a baby.
Who can donate eggs?

Women who are between 21 – 35 years of age and who need IVF treatment because of infertility can be considered for egg sharing.  Your own treatment needs will be discussed separately from the egg sharing decision.

What screening tests will be done?

There is no need for there to be any tests in addition to the tests needed for your own treatment.

How many visits will I need to attend?

Your first visit will be to determine the best treatment for you, regardless of whether or not you decide to share your eggs.  We usually ask you to sign the consent forms for your treatment at this stage.

If you want to be an egg-sharer you will be given written information about the research.  You will then have a meeting with the counsellor to ensure that you understand the full implications of the procedure.  The research project will be discussed with you and you will need to sign the consent form for research.

At a third consultation with the doctor you will sign the consent forms for egg sharing.  A date will then be given to start treatment. 

You should be aware therefore that being an egg-sharer might slightly delay the start of your treatment.

Will I have to pay anything?

Initial investigations to find the cause of your infertility and agree a treatment plan is funded by the NHS for those couples who live locally.  Thereafter, if you are not eligible for NHS funded fertility treatment, you will need to pay the initial consultation fee to discuss IVF.  Details of the cost of IVF are given on www.nfc-life.com. Participating in the egg sharing scheme would then reduce the cost of your treatment by £1500.
How are the eggs shared?

We will agree this in writing before you start treatment. In general all eggs are shared equally in number and in quality. If there is an odd number of eggs, you will get the extra egg.

If less than 6 eggs are collected, this would be considered to be an unexpected poor response and we will give them all to you at no additional cost to yourself.

As you go through treatment you may decide to keep all your eggs for your own treatment.  In this case you would need to pay the full cost of treatment.  

Will being an egg-sharer alter my chance of a pregnancy?
There is a close relationship between the number of eggs we collect and the pregnancy rate.  Obviously, if you give half your eggs away this may reduce your chance of success.  If we collect a lot of eggs (~20) and you have good fertilisation, your chance of success may not be significantly reduced.  If we collect less eggs e.g. 8 eggs, your chance of pregnancy will probably be reduced if you share them.

Having less eggs will reduce the chances of having any embryos suitable for freezing.
Pregnancy rates are influenced by other factors and we will discuss this with you in detail before you sign the agreement to egg share.

Who do I contact for help and support?

Sister Maria Nesbitt is the research midwife for egg sharing.  If you want to be considered for egg sharing, please complete the form below.

With regard to your clinical treatment you should contact Professor Murdoch or Dr Stewart.
Am I suitable to be an egg sharer for research?

If you would like to be considered for this egg sharing scheme, please complete the form below.
	Have you been advised that you need IVF/ICSI treatment to achieve a pregnancy?
	Yes
	No

	Are you 21-35 years old?
	Yes
	No

	Have you read and understood the information given above?
	Yes
	No

	Do you want to be considered for the egg sharing scheme?
	Yes
	No


If have answered yes to all these questions, please complete the information below and return to Maria Nesbitt, Newcastle Fertility Centre at Life, Bioscience Centre, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 4EP.  We will then contact you to let you know if you are suitable and to give you further information.
	Have you had IVF/ICSI before?


	

	If so, how many eggs were collected?


	

	Which doctor/hospital has carried out your investigations? ( we will not contact them without your permission)
	

	If you have been pregnant before, please give the dates and outcome


	

	Is there any other information that you want to give us?

(Continue overleaf if necessary.)


	


Name                                                                     Date of Birth
Address

Phone number

E-mail address
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